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The Role 0f Anikris of Cyrene in Plato,s Liberation from Slavry
Abstract:

The historical sources report that the Cyrenaic philosopher Annicerius played a role in
securing the release of Plato from slavery following the failure of his political mission in
Sicily and his conflict with Dionysius I. According to the sources, Plato was sold in the
slave market, where Anniceris paid his ransom and restored him to freedom, although the
accounts differ regarding the precise details of the event. This narrative reflects the
intersection of philosophical networks across different schools, as a representative of the
Cyrenaic tradition appears in a humanitarian role toward a philosopher of the Academy.
In later ancient literature, the episode was also employed to underscore intellectual
connections between Cyrene and Athens, and perhaps to confer a symbolic dimension
linking the two philosophical traditions. Thus, the account of the rescue holds both
historical and literary significance, combining political reality with narrative construction
in the ancient sources.
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Ulrich Kahrstedt, “platons verkauf in dia sklaverei” Bd. 2 Nr. 2 (1947): Wiirzburger Jahrbiicher fiir die *
Altertumswissenschaft,p295.
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Academicorum philosophorum Andex hercvlanensis,ed.Mekler,col.x.(10.727 0.) —col .iii .(15. 732 0.2
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Olympiodorus, Life of Plato and On Plato First Alcibiades 1-9,trans by Michael Griffin, Bloomsbury *
Academic,2015, 100-130.
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