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“The Administration of the Roman Empire in the Late Third Century:
The Model of Diocletian”

Dr. Atiya Abrik Mo’men

Summary: This study examines the administration of the Roman Empire in the late third
century CE through the experience of Emperor Diocletian (284-305 CE), during a period
marked by profound political, military, and economic crisis. He assumed power at a time
characterized by rival claimants to the throne, internal conflicts, monetary deterioration, and
increasing pressure along the frontiers—factors that threatened the unity and stability of the
empire.

Diocletian responded to these challenges through a broad reform program aimed at
reorganizing imperial governance. Central to these reforms was the establishment of the
Tetrarchic system, based on the division of authority between two senior emperors (Augusti)
and two junior emperors (Caesares), with the objective of improving administrative
efficiency and ensuring continuity of power. His reforms also extended to the reorganization
of provincial administration, the separation of civil and military authority, the restructuring
of the army, and significant fiscal and monetary measures, including the unification of the
monetary system and the issuance of the Edict on Maximum Prices.

The study devotes particular attention to Egypt as a strategically important province,
especially because of its role in supplying grain to the empire. In Egypt, Diocletian
implemented his reforms through measures that combined military action—such as the siege
of Alexandria and the suppression of the revolt of Domitius Domitianus—with
administrative and frontier reorganization.

The study also considers the ideological and religious dimensions of his rule, including the
strengthening of imperial authority and the persecution of Christians in the final years of his
reign, which left a lasting impact on Coptic memory.

The paper concludes that Diocletian’s reign marked a significant turning point in Roman
history. His reforms contributed to restoring a measure of stability and paved the way for
later administrative and political developments, despite the limitations that became apparent
in the Tetrarchic system after his abdication.

Keywords: Diocletian; Roman imperial administration; Tetrarchy; Late Roman Egypt;
Third-century reforms.
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