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Abstract:

This research examines the period of the Taifa kings in Andalusia after the collapse of the
Umayyad Caliphate in 422 AH, where the disintegration of the central authority led to the
emergence of local, conflicting emirates such as the Banu Abbad in Seville and the Banu Dhi
al-Nun in Toledo and others. Although this era witnessed a cultural and literary flourishing,
it was characterized by serious political and military weakness that made Andalusia
vulnerable to foreign interventions. The study focused on the manifestations of seeking
power from the Franks, which were manifested in paying annual tribute to the Christian
kingdoms, concluding unequal military alliances, and surrendering major cities such as
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Toledo in 1085 AD, in addition to relying on Christian mercenaries in the Islamic armies.
These policies led to the loss of political legitimacy for the Taifa kings, as the people lost
faith in their ability to protect Islam. This deepened the divisions between the emirates and
made unity a distant prospect. The Christians exploited this situation, accelerating the
Reconquista and weakening the Muslim armies, which led to the political and cultural decline
of Andalusia. The research concluded that relying on the Franks was a short-sighted policy
aimed at consolidating local rule, but ultimately contributed to the loss of independence and
the collapse of the political entity. The importance of this historical period lies in its recurring
lesson about the dangers of internal division and dependence on external powers, and how
such policies can lead to the collapse of states, regardless of their cultural or economic
strength.

Keywords: Taifa kingdoms — Andalusia — Reliance on the Franks — Fall
of Toledo .
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