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Medicine and Physicians in al-Andalus during the
Umayyad Emirate Period (138-316 AH / 756-929 AD)

ABSTRACT

This article discusses medicine and physicians in al-Andalus during the Emirate period (138—
316 AH / 756-929 AD). Prior to this period, al-Andalus had experienced the Era of the
Governors (95-138 AH / 714-755 AD). The Emirate period began with the arrival of Prince
Abd al-Rahman ibn Mu'awiya (al-Dakhil), who, after fleeing the Abbasids in the East,
succeeded in establishing an Islamic Andalusian emirate modeled on the Umayyad state in
Damascus and laid the foundations of his new state. He also contributed to the advancement
of learning in various fields, including medicine, which during the Era of the Governors had
largely relied on Greek books and Christian medical knowledge preserved in monasteries
and churches.

Medicine developed significantly during the reign of the Umayyad emirs, and a number of
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physicians emerged who left a notable scientific legacy in this field. They used their
knowledge to serve the poor as well as different social classes, after medical care had
previously been largely confined to rulers and the nobility.

Keywords:

Medicine, Physicians, al-Andalus, Emirate Period, Medical Development, Medical Sciences.
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